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Top 10 responses to the question: “What can the State do to foster economic growth in
your region?”

Priority response #1 (votes: 9 ) Education.
Priority response #2 (votes: 8 ) Infrastructure.
Priority response #3 (votes: 7 ) Regulatory tax climate.
Priority response #4 (votes: 6 ) Marketing issues.
Priority response #5 (votes: 3 ) Economic development programs.
Priority response #6 (votes: 2 ) General political issues.

“Actions Necessary to Achieve our Ideas” Exercise

“If we want to accomplish this [priority issue #1], what does “the State” (as defined earlier) have
to do now?

Priority Issue #1 Education.

Responses to the question: “If we want to accomplish this [priority issue], what does “the State”
(as defined earlier) have to do now?”

*Seamless secondary and post-secondary education system agreements.
-High school and technical college.
-High school and UW System
-Tech colleges and UW System
-Students will be able to transfer credits.

-Ability to Interchange
-Instructors
-Curriculum
-Credits

-Examine certification requirements for secondary schools and make changes.
-Expand explore current articulation agreements more cooperation between UW
system and technical colleges for credit transfer.
-Local technical board to include local UW System campus delegate.
-State to examine future workforce needs and make changes to policy and fiscal
that reflect the future needs.
-Re-examine apprenticeship programs to increase participation.  For example,
Guild System.
-Promote non-traditional and trade occupations.
-Fill funding gaps for higher education—especially Milwuakee.



-Corporate funded research from outside Wisconsin contributes to brain.
-More emphasis on working with in state corporations and research.
-Expand interface between corporations utilizing UW System campuses research
specialties.  In an effort to attract corporations and create new business
opportunities.

Priority Issue #2 Infrastructure.

*Expand air travel capacity—Mitchell
-Non-stop flights
-Passenger freight.
-Link to others (light rail).  For example, rail link from Illinois to Mitchell.  Examine
potential for rail freight within the state.
-Technical infrastructure
-State to remove barriers to expand “fiberoptic networks.”
-Regulatory barriers to be removed.
-Energy infrastructure.

-coordinate, support, and promote
-current and future

Priority Issue #3 Regulatory tax climate.

*Taxes—re-examine taxes for appropriateness for current economic.  For example, sales tax.
*Close loop-holes—speak out across all categories.
*Neighborhood assistance tax credit.
*Adopt federal Family Medial Leave Act.
*Change law on dissolving partnerships.  For example, current state law requires a partnership be
desolved if one partner decides to leave the partnership.
*Consolidate and simplify state, region, local regulations that affect Commerce.  (Smart growth,
Kettl Commission, Etc.)
*Allow metro government.
*Reinforce local control of local tech board.
*Do not provide corporate welfare to companies that do not provide living wage jobs.
*Government to work toward shard health care costs for all taxpayer funded jobs including
elected positions.
*Government should increase public sector salaries so they are comparable to private sector.
*Develop economic development relationship with Northern Illinois.
*Annex Lake County.

Priority Issue #4 Marketing issues.

*Market Wisconsin to attract young professionals.
*Continue international marketing efforts.
*More public funding directed at attracting industry and corporate headquarters.



Priority Issue #5 Economic development programs.

*Regional economic development.
*Technical assistance and financial assistance to entrepreneurs for VALUE ADDED businesses.
*Examine the importance of agriculture industry and agriculture development.
*Educate entrepreneurs.
*Focus on supplier needs.

Priority Issue #6: General political issues.

*Increase public sector salaries to equal private sector.
*We need LEADERS not politicians.
*Accept and act upon recommendations of commissions like Kettl.
*Make elected legislatures salary part time.
*Petition Federal representatives to address Federal law—immigration policies that affect our
current employemnt needs.
*Examine health care cost for government employees.


